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The Scottish Parliament

Parlamaid na h-Alba

PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE01805

Name of petitioner

Gillian MacKay

Petition title

Provision of NHS Hospitals in Scotland

Petition summary

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to increase the
number of hospitals in Scotland, particularly in towns with no hospital or out of hours
provision, or transport links to access such services.

Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the petition

| have written to Stuart McDonald MP and Jamie Hepburn MSP.

Petition background information

There are not enough hospitals in Scottish towns and even less out of hours services.
This is not acceptable for the people of Scotland.

| believe towns with a certain number of residents should automatically qualify for a
hospital within that town. Out of hours services should be provided for smaller towns.

| live in Cumbernauld and will use Cumbernauld as a prime example. Cumbernauld is
the largest town in North Lanarkshire and the 10th largest town in Scotland, yet it has
no hospital or out of hours services.

Monklands hospital is to be rebuilt and NHS North Lanarkshire has rejected
Cumbernauld on the basis that it would detract from another hospital in a different
region (Forth Valley Royal Hospital, Larbert). The residents of Cumbernauld are actively
discouraged from using this hospital and others have never even heard of it.

Instead NHS North Lanarkshire are looking at Gartcosh as a potential site. This location
that is nearer Glasgow Royal Infirmary than Cumbernauld is to Forth Valley Royal
Hospital. A local business man offered a piece of land in Cumbernauld for FREE which
was rejected by NHS North Lanarkshire.

At the moment the residents of Cumbernauld have no out of hours services and have to
travel to all corners of North Lanarkshire to access any kind of healthcare (Wishaw;
Motherwell; Coatbridge; Airdrie - all incidentally towns that have adequate healthcare
facilities). With no transport links to these towns, residents without a car are thinking




twice before accessing these services as they know the costs involved in reaching
them. This is completely unacceptable.

It's not just Cumbernauld that has inadequate healthcare facilities, many towns in
Scotland are suffering. | think this should be looked at with a view to amending the
situation and ensure each town has a hospital large enough to accommodate the
population.

Everyone in Scotland deserves healthcare that is accessible to all.

Unique web address

https://www.parliament.scot/Gettinglnvolved/Petitions/HospitalsinScotland

Related information for petition

Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament's website to collect
signatures online?

YES

How many signatures have you collected so far?

0

Closing date for collecting signatures online

13 /05 /2020

Comments to stimulate online discussion

Do you think towns with a certain number of residents should automatically qualify to
have a hospital in the town?

Do you think smaller towns should have their own out of hours services?

Do you think NHS Scotland should reconsider the services it provides with regard to
hospitals and out of hours services?

Thinking particularly about Cumbernauld, do you think it should have its own hospital?




