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The Scottish Parliament

Parlamaid na h-Alba

PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE01821

Name of petitioner

Darren Cush

Petition title

Renovate unused buildings to create homes for homeless people

Petition summary

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to fund the
redevelopment of unused buildings to tackle homelessness in Scotland.

Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the petition

| have contacted my local MSP.

Petition background information

Having lived in 4 relatively impoverished communities in Scotland (Greenock —
Inverclyde, Irvine — North Ayrshire, Central Glasgow — Glasgow City and now Central
Paisley — Renfrewshire) | found all to have similarities in that all have many unused and
derelict buildings and spaces.

In tandem with this — all these communities have notable issues with homelessness as
well as disproportionately fewer youth opportunities & higher substance abuse issues,
compared to other areas.

Left undeveloped, these derelict spaces only seem to promote cycles of adversity and
antisocial behaviour and add no value to our communities (for example in the case of
disused buildings of University of the West of Scotland’s Thornly Park Campus in
Paisley which have recently been targeted by arsonists as reported in the Daily Record
on 17th July 2020).

Scotland’s relationship with homelessness is well documented - between 2018 and
2019 - 36,465 homelessness applications were made, and 29,894 households were
assessed as homeless by their local authority (as per Scottish Government statistics
bulletin Homelessness in Scotland 2018-2019). These figures are shockingly high and
do not support or promote a modern and progressive Scotland. Opportunity begets
success and | believe utilising derelict spaces to create safe living environments would
tackle homelessness and benefit communities simultaneously.




Unique web address

https://www._parliament.scot/GettingInvolved/Petitions/canyouhelpmegethome

Related information for petition

hitps://www.gov.scot/collections/homelessness-statistics

Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament's website to collect
signatures online?

YES

How many signatures have you collected so far?

0

Closing date for collecting signatures online

15709 /2020

Comments to stimulate online discussion

Do you agree that the Scottish Government should utilise abandoned places to create
safe living facilities and opportunities for homeless people?



https://www.gov.scot/collections/homelessness-statistics

