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The Scottish Parliament

Parlamaid na h-Alba

PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE01833

Name of petitioner

Jade McDonald

Petition title

Raise awareness for dyscalculia

Petition summary

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to help raise
awareness of the learning disability 'dyscalculia’.

Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the petition

| have contacted my local MSP.

Petition background information

Dyscalculia is a disability resulting in difficulty learning or comprehending arithmetic,
such as difficulty in understanding numbers, learning how to manipulate numbers,
performing mathematical calculations and learning facts in mathematics.

It is so important to be able to identify disabilities like dyscalculia and dyslexia early, to
allow children to reach their true potential. | faced difficulties with dyscalculia, which
was not identified by teaching staff, until it was brought it to their attention by family
members. Based on my experience, if there is any research or support, it is very limited,
and many teachers are not aware of it.

In school, it was noted that | made excellent progress across the curriculum, with the
exception of maths. This caused many years of low self-esteem, anxiety towards maths
in general and a lot of embarrassment. Despite academic success, my lack of maths
qualification is holding me back from what | want to do. If | had been diagnosed quicker
and understood better during my education, | could have been supported more
effectively. | feel like | would be much more of a confident individual.

| don’t want another young person to go through the experiences I've had to deal with. |
want teachers to be taught about these kinds of disabilities, so they can sympathise
and find ways of offering better help for those that need it.

Dyscalculia is still in its early stages of research and like many others, | didn’t know
Dyscalculia was a disability until | was diagnosed with it. There is so little understanding
of this condition, and its impact. If the Scottish Government, in some way, could




Incentivise more research on Dyscalculia as a learning disability, and ensure that there
was more awareness about it, it would stop so many children feeling distressed /
anxious about school.

Unique web address

https://www.parliament.scot/Gettinglnvolved/Petitions/Dyscalculia

Related information for petition

https://www.pedneur.com/article/S0887-8994(16)00067-9/fulltext

https://www.expressandstar.com/news/uk-news/2018/09/10/bid-to-raise-awareness-of-
maths-learning-disorder-in-children/

https://www.understood.org/en/learning-thinking-differences/child-learning-
disabilities/dyscalculia/what-is-dyscalculia

Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament's website to collect
signatures online?

YES

How many signatures have you collected so far?

0

Closing date for collecting signatures online

09/12 /2020

Comments to stimulate online discussion

3-5% of the population are diagnosed with this dyscalculia, resulting in difficulty in
understanding numbers, learning how to manipulate numbers, performing
mathematical calculations and learning facts in mathematics.

Do you agrees that it is important to be able to identify disabilities like dyscalculia early,
allowing young people to reach their true potential?




