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The Scottish Parliament

Parlamaid na h-Alba

PUBLIC PETITION NO. PE01842

Name of petitioner

Valerie Deerin-Morris

Petition title

Regulate the professional dog walking industry

Petition summary

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to regulate and
licence the professional dog walking industry.

Action taken to resolve issues of concern before submitting the petition

| met with Christina McKelvie MSP and wrote to Roseanna Cunningham Environment
Secretary's office.

Petition background information

The rise in dog ownership has led to an increase in demand for professional dog
walking services. The increase in redundancies and unemployment due to Covid- 19
may encourage more people to see this as a viable business option. At present, anyone
can start a dog walking business having little or no experience of dogs and very little (if
any) understanding of dog behaviour.

| run a dog walking business and have been shocked and disgusted by the behaviour
of some "professional” dog walkers. | have witnessed on many occasions as many as
twelve dogs being walked as a pack with little or no control of the pack. Any person
would realise this is highly irresponsible, reckless and dangerous. This is completely
unnecessary and driven by greed. It does not consider the welfare of the dogs, their
clients or the general public.

At present, professional dog walking businesses are not required by law to be
registered or licensed and there is no legally recognised governing body or
qualification. There are laws pertaining to the control of dogs however these are difficult
to report and not specific to professional dog walking businesses.

It is now, more than ever, necessary for specific legislation covering the professional
dog walking industry. We want the number of dogs allowed to be walked by a single




professional dog walker limited to five dogs In a public area and for It to be unlawtul to
join up with other professional dog walkers in a public area if the joining of packs would
exceed five dogs.

We believe the best way to regulate the limit of five dogs would be through licensing.
Businesses should be held accountable through fines and revoking of licences where
necessary. We would like all professional dog walkers to carry a copy of their licence,
preferably in the form of a photocard licence, to be on display at all times thus making it
easier for the public to report any concerns and breaches of the law.

It is now, more than ever, necessary for specific legislation covering the professional
dog walking industry. We want the number of dogs allowed to be walked by a single
professional dog walker limited to five dogs in a public area and for it to be unlawful to
join up with other professional dog walkers in a public area if the joining of packs would
exceed five dogs.

We believe the best way to regulate the limit of five dogs would be through licensing.
Businesses should be held accountable through fines and revoking of licences where
necessary. We would like all professional dog walkers to carry a copy of their licence,
preferably in the form of a photocard licence, to be on display at all times thus making it
easier for the public to report any concerns and breaches of the law.

Unique web address

https://www.parliament.scot/Gettinglnvolved/Petitions/dogwalkinglicence

Related information for petition

https://www .thetimes.co.uk/article/license-dog-walkers-to-put-owners-at-peace-says-
scottish-spca-1j25vmnqgr

Do you wish your petition to be hosted on the Parliament's website to collect
signhatures online?

YES

How many signatures have you collected so far?

0

Closing date for collecting signatures online

2171272020

Comments to stimulate online discussion

Do you think "professional” dog walkers should be allowed to walk an unlimited number
of dogs at the one time in a public area (as is the present situation in Scotland) or
should they be limited to a small number of dogs ?

Would you be happy to send your dog to be walked by a "professional” dog walker
knowing your dog will spend more time in the vehicle than on a walk because the dog
walker has to pick up and drop off an unlimited number of dogs?







